THE ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

IN GREEK

JuyKkevTpwOnKkape otnv EOvikN Suvtaypatikn Xuvéleuon twv MNpwtwv EBvwyv tou 2017,
TIPOEPYOLEVOL ATTO OAQ TaL oNUELD TOU VOTLOU oupavoU, KAVouue auTh Tn SHAwaon amnod tnv Kapdld:

Ot dUAEC Twy 1Bayevwy Kal Twv Katoikwv twv 2tevwyv Twv Nowv Torres ATav Ta mpwTta Kuplapyo
‘EBVN TG auoTpaAlavrg NITELPOU KoL TWV YELTOVIKWY VNOLWYV TNG KoL TNV KatéAapav cUpudwva Pe
TOUG SIKOUC LOG VOLOUG KoL €0Lpa. AUTO To €Kavayv oL TPOYovol pac, cUUGWVO LE TOV TIOALTIOUO
pog, amo tn Anuloupyia, cUUdWVA LE TOV KOLWVO VOUO OTtd € QUVAOVEUTWY XPOVWV», Kal cLudwva
LLE TNV ETILOTA LN TIPLV OO TiepLloaoTtepa amo 60.000 xpovia. AuTr n Kuplapyia €ival Lo TIVEULOTLK
ovtiAnyn: o MPOYoVIKOG SE0UOG LETAEL TNG VNG, N TNC «UNTPLKNAG GUONG», KAl TWV 18ayevwyv Kol TwV
Katoikwv Twv NQowv Twv Ztevwy Torres mou yevvnOnkav ano auTé MapapEVOUV TIPOCKOAANEVOL
OE QUTO KOlL TIPETIEL KATIOLO LEPQ VOl ETILOTPEPOUV EKEL YL VoL EVWBOOUV E TOUG TIPOYOVOUG LOGC.
AUTOG 0 oUvOeopOG elval n Baon tng Woloktnolag Tou edagdoug, ) KaAUTepa, TNG KupLapxlag. Asv €xel
TOTE ekXwpnOel N e€adavioTel kot CUVUTTAPXEL e TNV Kuplapyia Tou STéppatog. Mwg Ba pmopovoe
va eival dtadopetikd; Autol ot Aaol ixav tn yn yla e€nvra XIALETIEC KAl AUTOG O LEPOC SECUOG
e€adaviotnke ano Tnv maykoouLa Lotopia Ta teAeutaia Slakoola xpovia; Me ouoLooTLKA
ouvtaypatiki aAAayn Kot SlopBpwTikn LETAPPUBLLON, TILOTEVOULE OTL AUTA N apxala kuplapyia
pmopet va Adp el wg pia mAnpéotepn €kdpacn tou €6voug tng AuotpaAiog. AvaAoyikd, elpaote ot
A€oV PuAaKLopEVOoL avBpwrtol otov TTAavHTH. Agev elpaote eykKANUOTIEC oo T dUon pog. Ta matdla
HOG OTTOEEVWVOVTAL OO TLG OLKOYEVELEG TOUG e TipwTodavn mocootd. Autd dev pumopet va
oupBaivel ylati Sev £xou e ayamn ylo autd. Kat ot véol pag popalwvouy o GUAAKEC OE TEPAOTLO
oplOuo. Mpenel va ivat n eAmida pog yio to péAov. To péyebog tng kpiong Seixvel Eekabapa Tn
Sdopikn duon tou MPoPARUATOG HaG. AUTO gival To paptuplo tng aduvauiag pag. Emdlwkoupe
OUVTOYUOTLKEG LETAPPUOUIOELS yLa v EVOUVAUWOOUUE TOV A0 LOG KOIL VO TIAPOULE LA VOLLLUN
B€on otn xwpa pog. Otav €xoupe dUVAN TAVW OTO MEMPWLEVO LG, Ta odLa pog Ba
€USOKLUAOOUV. Oa TEPMATHO0UV 0 U0 KOGUOUG Kal 0 TIOALTLOMOG Toug Ba eival éva dwpo yla tn
XWPa TouC. Zntouue Th Snuoupyia tng Awvng Twv MNpwtwv EBvwv mou Ba KAToXUpWVETAL OTO
Yuvtaypa. H Makarrata ivol To amokopUdwpa TS atlEVToc Hag: N EVwaon LETA armo Evay aywva.
Amnotuniwvel TI¢ pthodotieg pag yia po Sikatn kat aAndivr oxéon pe tov Aao tng Auotpaliog Kat £va
KAAUTEPO HEAAOV yLa Ta TTaSLA pag e Baon Tt Sikaloolvn Kol TNV autodlabeon. Zntaue pia
Emutponty Makarrata yia va emiBA£mnet T Stadikacio cuvadng cupdwviwy PETAEY KUBEPVICEWVY KoL
Twv Mpwtwv EBvwv Kat tnv aAnBela yia tnv otopia pog. To 1967 yivape enionuo LEPOG TOU
€6vikoU MAnBuaopoL, to 2017 eMISLWKOUUE va akouoToUpe. DeUyoupEe amo tn Bacn Hag Kot
Eekvape To TaidL LOC O AUTAV TNV OMEPAVTN XWPA. YA TIPOOKAAOULLE VO TIEPTIOTI OETE Hall HaG O
€va Kivnua tou Aaou tn¢ Auotpaliag yla éva KaAUTepo HEAAOV.
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THE ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

IN ENGLISH

We, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, coming from all points of
the southern sky, make this statement from the heart:

Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first sovereign Nations of the
Australian continent and its adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws and
customs. This our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our culture, from the
Creation, according to the common law from ‘time immemorial’, and according to science
more than 60,000 years ago.

This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between the land, or ‘mother nature’,
and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain
attached thereto, and must one day return thither to be united with our ancestors. This
link is the basis of the ownership of the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has never been
ceded or extinguished, and co-exists with the sovereignty of the Crown.

How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for sixty millennia and this sacred
link disappears from world history in merely the last two hundred years?

With substantive constitutional change and structural reform, we believe this ancient
sovereignty can shine through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood.

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We are not an innately
criminal people. Our children are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This
cannot be because we have no love for them. And our youth languish in detention in obscene
numbers. They should be our hope for the future.

These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of our problem. This is the
torment of our powerlessness.

We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a rightful place in our own
country. When we have power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in
two worlds and their culture will be a gift to their country.

We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution.

Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together after a struggle. It captures
our aspirations for a fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a better
future for our children based on justice and self-determination.

We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreement-making between
governments and First Nations and truth-telling about our history.

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. We leave base camp and start our
trek across this vast country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian
people for a better future.
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